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Senate 
The Senate met at 10 a.m. and was 

called to order by the President pro 
tempore (Mr. HATCH). 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer: 

Let us pray. 
Eternal God, who calls us to a life 

rooted in faith, immerse our law-
makers in the wisdom of Your Spirit. 
Guide them with Your insights, ena-
bling them to be salt and light in the 
world, living with humility and integ-
rity. As they strive to be a force for 
good, direct them around the pitfalls 
that prevent them from fulfilling Your 
purposes. Inspire them to rely on Your 
love as they seek to faithfully serve 
You and country. 

Lord, nurture within us all a godly 
sincerity and a daily reliance upon 
Your strength, wisdom, and love. 

We pray in Your strong Name. Amen. 
f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The President pro tempore led the 
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY 
LEADER 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. COT-
TON). The majority leader is recog-
nized. 

f 

GOVERNMENT FUNDING 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, last 
night, 77 Senators voted to advance 
legislation that would keep the govern-
ment funded through the fall at the bi-
partisan level agreed to by both par-
ties. The bill hardly represents my pre-
ferred method for funding the govern-
ment, but it is now the most viable 

way forward after Democrats’ extreme 
action forced our country into this sit-
uation. 

Let’s remember how we got here. 
Democrats knew the American people 
were unlikely to buy their desire for 
more bureaucracy and more debt, but 
they figured they might in a crisis. So 
Democrats pursued a deliberate strat-
egy of blocking government funding all 
year in order to force our Nation to the 
brink. Democrats said they would 
block government funding legislation 
they had even voted for in committee. 
Some of these bills came out of com-
mittee overwhelmingly on a bipartisan 
basis. Democrats said they would block 
government funding of legislation they 
had actually praised in their press re-
leases when these bills emerged from 
the Appropriations Committee with 
large majorities. Democrats even voted 
repeatedly to block the bill that funds 
our military, to repeatedly block the 
bill that funds medical care and pay 
raises for our troops. That is how far 
Democrats are willing to go—at a time 
of daunting international threats—in 
order to tear down the normal govern-
ment funding process and force our 
country into this situation that we 
now face. 

Well, I am not prepared to let the 
Democrats lead us over the cliff. The 
bill before us would keep the govern-
ment open; it would allow time for 
cooler heads to prevail. That is why I 
joined 76 other Senators and voted to 
advance it yesterday. 

But, look, obviously the best way to 
fund the government is by first passing 
a budget and then passing appropria-
tions bills. The Senate also passed a 
budget. The Senate is prepared to pass 
appropriations legislation too. All that 
is needed is for Democrats to drop 
these endless filibusters. 

We know that nearly all these fund-
ing bills are bipartisan. We know that 
Democrats and have supported and 
praised them. And with the CR behind 
us, we can turn back to the work of 

trying to pass these appropriations 
bills. 

f 

MEASURE PLACED ON THE 
CALENDAR—S. 2089 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
understand there is a bill at the desk 
that is due for a second reading. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator is correct. 

The clerk will read the bill by title 
for the second time. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A bill (S. 2089) to provide for investment in 
clean energy, to empower and protect con-
sumers, to modernize energy infrastructure, 
to cut pollution and waste, to invest in re-
search and development, and for other pur-
poses. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. In order to place 
the bill on the calendar under the pro-
visions of rule XIV, I object to further 
proceedings. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion having been heard, the bill will be 
placed on the calendar. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY 
LEADER 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
Democratic leader is recognized. 

f 

ORDER OF BUSINESS 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, would the 
Chair announce the business of the 
day. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the leadership time 
is reserved. 
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